
  

 

 

SPRING 2015 

Prime Time Update 

 The Lodge -  It’s Complete! 
You, our volunteers,  
supporters, Tri Ply Construction, 
LLC and the many sub  
contractors made it happen! The 
Lodge remodel campaign ended 
with sufficient funding to com-
plete all phases of the construc-
tion. All formal work on the lodge 
was completed in the spring of 
2014.  
More good news is that it was 
completed without incurring any 
debt, Yahoo!  

 
 
 

A big “THANK YOU” goes out to 
the State of Washington Capital 
Budget, and all the businesses, 
foundations, corporations, and  
individuals who contributed their 
time, talent and treasure over the 
past four years to make this  
happen. Like all of our projects  
they could never be done without 
our supporters and volunteers.  
 
You are all amazing people.  
 

 
 
 

An open house was held in June of 
2014 to showcase the project.   
If you are interested in seeing the 
completed Lodge, you are welcome 
to stop by on a weekend this sum-
mer. Please call the camp office in 
advance to let us know you plan to 
stop by camp. We want to be sure 
the gate is open. 
 

Again, thank you all. 
 
(See Project Updates on page 3 for more camp 
news). 

 

 

 

New Camp Prime Time Sign 

Upon arriving at Camp Prime Time you will 
see  our new sign and new dinner bell that 

were installed by a group of volunteers at the 
2014 annual Volunteer dinner in October.   
Look for them on your next trip to Camp 
Prime Time on the exterior of the Lodge,  
near the front door entrance. Once again,  

our fantastic volunteers and business  
partners rallied together to create this work of 

art, and it is now proudly displayed on the 
exterior of our Lodge 
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Looking Towards The Future  

 
 

Here’s to a successful 29th camping season in 2015.  I am continuously in awe of the people that give tirelessly of their 
time and talents to keep camp running year after year. 

 

With Best Wishes, 

Cec 
Cecile “Cec” Anson 

 

 

 
It’s hard to believe I have already been at Camp Prime Time for 18 months.  It’s even 
harder to believe that we are already starting to work on our “Building Memories” dinner 
auction, slated to take place on November 21st, 2015.  My employment started exactly 2 
months before the last auction, and it was a crazy, busy time! Everyone I have met from 
the Board of Directors, to the Staff, to the hundreds of Volunteers have been warm and 
welcoming.  This truly is an amazing organization that makes a difference in the lives of 
our very special camper families.  I am delighted  to be a part of its mission.  Having 
worked in nearly every department at a local financial institution for 33 years provided me 
with the opportunity to learn many different phases of a business.  This has served me 
well as the new Executive Director for Camp Prime Time.  I continue to learn many new 
things, and have enjoyed the challenge each new day brings.  I’m looking forward to 
spending more time at camp this summer and hope to get to meet many more of you by 
working together on a project, at our Turkey Trot fun run, during tree chipping or at this 
year’s auction.  In the meantime, if you have attended camp, either as a camper family, or 
a volunteer, I am collecting special memory quotes of your experiences at Camp.  We are 
compiling the memories for a special project we are working on for the 2015 auction.   

Executive Director’s Corner 

 
 

 

Each year, we make improvements 
to enhance our families’ camping 
experience. Long range planning 
has helped us accomplish these 
goals. We have developed a written 
plan that is frequently updated. Our 
annual planning workshops help us 
focus our priorities.  We have ac-
complished many tasks to improve 
the camp and to meet the needs of 
our camper families. 

Various facilities such as the Lodge 
playroom and the cabins are    
sponsored and maintained by     
individuals, businesses, and service 
clubs. The sponsors have improved 
and continue to maintain the facili-
ties giving each of them unique and 
charming characters. All of this has 
been guided and made possible 
through long range planning. 

The physical size of the parcel of 
land leased from the US Forest  
Service, Yakima County land use 
regulations, capacity of the water 
and sewer systems and the size of   
 

 
We have been very successful fund-
raising to pay for capital improvement 
projects and all operational costs. 
Prime Time is proud to provide a 
camping experience to our special 
families at no cost to the family. 
Even more significant is the fact that 
Prime Time has done this without 
acquiring any debt. This can be    
attributed to very generous donors 
and dedicated volunteer fund raisers.    
We look forward to the improvements 
that will come in the future. Camp 
Prime Time has now operated for 28 
years. Thank you for your interest 
and support.    - Dick Haapala  

 
 

 
the lodge facilities limit the possibility 
of significant expansion of the camp. 
However, some opportunities are 
available to make the camp function 
better.  
  
 

These improvements include:   

 Upgrade the existing cabins to 
add restrooms and improve    
accessibility 

 Provide storage space for service 
equipment 

 Provide a full time caretaker 

 Engage the services of a              
Development Director to help 
raise funds 

Prime Time has established an     
Endowment Fund with the purpose of 
improving our financial security. The 
intent of this fund is to permanently 
hold fairly large amounts of funds in 
secure investments. The income  
generated by this fund would be used 
to provide an ongoing source of  
revenue to cover camp operations 
and administration for many seasons. 

Email your special memory to:  
 cec@campprimetime.org 

The Camp Prime Time Board continues to plan for the future by continually looking to  
improve the facilities, the programs and ensure camping is available for future generations. 

How can I help Camp Prime Time? 
Volunteer for Christmas tree chipping, 
participate on the work crew on a pro-
ject at camp, work weekends during 

camping season, take part in the pre-
season work parties, make a donation, 

organize a fundraiser, help with the 
auction, sponsor an event, make an  

in-kind donation of services or goods.  
Talk with us, we are open to all  

kinds of ideas! 

Like us on FaceBook:  www.facebook.com/CampPrimeTime 



  

 

 

We Can’t Do It Without Our Volunteers 
Volunteer Spotlight 
 

 

As most of you know, our Board of Directors are all volunteers and our Board 
President for the past several years has been Dick Haapala.  What many of  
you may not know is the many other ways in which Dick serves our camp.   
He is the main reason we have a reliable running water system at camp.  He 
designed the system and helped with its installation.  He knows, in minute de-
tail, how each and every physical aspect of the camp works and can explain 
their operation in terms that even severely mechanically challenged  
people can understand.  Moreover, he willingly offers the explanations as  
often as he is asked, always patiently and never condescendingly.   
When mechanical problems occur at camp, he takes the initiative to see  they 
are fixed, either by arranging for someone to do the work, or, more often than 
not, coming to camp to fix the problem himself.  Every Spring, Dick puts to-
gether the long "to do" list of things needed to be done to get the camp  
facilities and equipment up and running for the season.  He takes pride in the 
camp's appearance and puts in long hours to keep it looking good and  
running efficiently. In addition, Dick works just as hard on our many fundraisers.   
He is a major reason we can honestly boast that we have the best and most  
dedicated volunteers in the world. Thank you, Dick, for all that you do for Camp 
Prime Time.         - Shirley Thietje - CPT Camp Manager 

Dick HaapalaDick HaapalaDick Haapala   

2014 Camp Project Updates 
 
Numerous camp projects were  
completed in 2014.  Each project was 
supported by a tremendous number of 
volunteer hours, local businesses and 
donors.   
As a service project the Sunrise  
Rotarians built a compacted pathway 
from cabin H past the front of cabin I to 

the north end of the lodge.    
They used materials that  
were donated by local businesses,   
provided the manpower, and paid for a  
portion of the materials to complete this 
project. 
We also filled in a portion of the north 
parking area with fill material raising it 
up approximately 8 inches.  
We are also in the middle of creating a 
paved walkway. The new paver  

 
 
 

 
 

Additional completed projects: 

 Replacing all the sand in our  water 
filter system with the help of volun-
teers and businesses donating their 
time and energy.  

 Replacing old camper mattresses 
with new ones in the cabins.   

 Relocating our construction trailer  
to a new site at camp. 

 Volunteers built a retaining wall  
behind the lodge with materials   
donated by a Board member.  

 
 

Again, we couldn’t do all that we do 
without our generous donors and  
volunteers.  
 

 
project will extend from the existing 
pavers (off the dining hall), across the 
front of the lodge to the North door of 
the play room. The prep work has 
been completed by volunteers from 
the jail and businesses in Yakima. All 
that remains is some ground tamping 
and installation of pavers. We expect 
to finish the paver project in May of 

2015.  
 
 
 

 

Volunteers took on the project of 
beautifying the log pillars surrounding 
the outside of the lodge. All pillars 
have all been stripped of old bark, 
cleaned and oiled. They look great!  

   New paver ↑  

walkway under construction  

The poles now look beautiful 

Newly constructed  pathway 



  

 

Become a Camp Prime Time Member  

It’s Easy To: 

Prime Time, Inc. 

6 S 2nd Street, Ste 815 

Yakima, WA  98901 

Non-Profit Org 
US Postage 

PAID 

Yakima, WA 
Permit #7 

Prime Time seeks to enrich the lives of families with children who are seriously ill or disabled by providing an outdoor 

wilderness experience where families can enjoy themselves in a supportive atmosphere without financial burden. 

YES, I want to support another great year of family camping  
by becoming a member of Camp Prime Time for $25/year. 

PAYMENT METHOD 
Check enclosed (please make it out to Prime Time, Inc.)  
 

Charge my:      VISA      MasterCard  
 

Name: ________________________ 

Card #: ________________________ 

Expiration date: _________________  Zip code: __________ 

Total charged to card:  $  __________ 

Signature:  ________________________  Date: __________ 

  Please bill my credit card $25 annually for membership renewal  

  Please bill my credit card on an annual basis and 

include an additional donation of $  _________ 

Your membership gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. 

“A Special Place For Special Families” 

 

 

 

 
 

Presents 

“Building Memories” 
Dinner and Auction 

 

Saturday,  
November 21, 2015 

 

5 p.m. ~ Yakima Convention Center  
 

 

 
 

Building 
Memories 
Sponsors 



  

 

Link your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to Camp Prime Time’s Rewards number (# 85632) and help us receive a portion of the $2.6 
million dollars Fred Meyer is donating to Pacific NW non-profits in 2015.  Every time you use your FM Rewards card Fred Meyer 
will make a donation to the Camp.  Better yet, you will still earn and receive Fred Meyer rebates, reward points, and fuel points 
just as you do today!  Register your card with our number and it helps CPT too! 
If you do not have a Reward card, you can sign up for 
one at the Customer Service Desk at any Fred Meyer 
store. 
The Fred Meyer donation is related to how many  
Customers register their cards, and how much they 
shop/spend at Fred Meyer! 
For more information, or to link your card, please visit  

www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards.  

We appreciate your help! 

Help Camp PrimeTime Earn Fred Meyer Community Rewards 

July 2014  
All 3 kids had a BLAST!  
Connor (special sweetie) 

especially had a wonderful 
time driving the boat.  

 

Thank You! 
 

-Catriona, Oakville, WA 

“You have not lived 
until you have done 

something for  
someone who can 
never repay you.” 

 

-Anonymous 

2014    
Camper Comments 

September 2014 
We really enjoyed the  
sing-a-long.  We sang 
“Somewhere over the  

Rainbow” for my daughter  
Amelie...who passed away 
April 2014.  Amelie camped 
here twice and absolutely 
loved it and made friends.  
We brought her ashes with 
us because it (CPT) was so 

important to her. 
 

-Nipuna, Bellevue, WA  

http://www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards


  

 

Board of Directors 
Dick Haapala, President 

Mike Burnam, Vice President 
Leanne Antonio, Treasurer 
John Mahaney, Secretary 

Ralph Berthon 
Dave Berthon 
Dennis Clark 

Betty Jo Murray 
Sheri Smith 
Jim Carter 

 
Staff 

Cecile “Cec” Anson 
Executive Director 

Shirley Thietje 
Camp Manager 

Debbie Armstrong  
Office Assistant 

Jackie Hertel 
Bookkeeper 

Camp Prime Time continues to operate as an organization that depends on donations, corporate sponsorships, and  
foundations. No donations are too small; each and every dollar helps us meet our goals in serving our special families.  
If you are connected to, or have an interest in helping us connect with a particular person, business, corporation, or  
foundation, please feel free to contact the camp office where our doors are always open to new ideas.   
 

New for 2015 
Most good things take time to mature and for the past two years Camp Prime Time has been working toward a new 
funding opportunity that allows for individuals, businesses and corporations to become partners with the camp in our 
“Sponsorship Program”. Call us for details how your business or corporation can become involved and showcase your 
community involvement. 

Development Corner 

Save The Date 

Knights of Columbus #6097 
Holy Family Church 

 
Breakfast to Benefit Camp Prime Time 
Sunday April 19th,  7:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Cost:  Donations accepted 

Date 
Prime Time 

2015 Calendar  

April 19 
7:30 – 11:00 

a.m. 

Knights of Columbus 
#6097 Breakfast to 
benefit CPT 
at  Holy Family Church 

May 2,9,16,30 Camp Work Parties, 
Opening Cabins 

June 5-7 Camp #1 

June 12-14 Camp #2 

June 19-21 Camp #3 

June 26-28 Camp #4 

July 7-9,  
midweek 

Camp #5 

July 12-12 Camp #6 

July 17-19 Camp #7 

July 24-26 Camp #8 

July 31-Aug -2 Camp #9 

Aug 7-9 Camp #10 

Aug 14-16 Camp #11 

Aug 21-23 Camp #12 

Aug 28-30 Camp #13 

Sept 8-10  
mid-week 

Camp #14 

Sept 11-13 Camp #15 

Sept 18-20 Camp #16 

Sept 25-27 Camp #17 

Oct 2-4 Camp #18 

Oct 10 Volunteer and Donor 
Appreciation Dinner 

Nov 21, 2015 
5:00 pm 

Camp Prime Time  
Building Memories  
Dinner/Auction 

Nov, 28, 2015 
10 am 

Leftover Turkey Trot 
Sarg Hubbard Park 

Like Us On FaceBook: 

www.facebook.com/campprimetime 

Save The Date 

Camp Prime Time’s  

 

“Building Memories” 
Dinner and Auction 

 
Saturday, November 21, 2015 

Doors open at 5 p.m.  
Yakima Convention Center   

 

Spring means work party time!  
Before long it will be time to get 

the camp ready for our  
summer campers. 

 
If you can help ANY date,  

contact us.  We need to make 
sure we have enough people  

and enough food,  So please … 
CALL or EMAIL 

 
Saturday, May 2 - Spring  

Work Party 1 - clean up around 
camp If weather permits 

 

Saturday, May 9 - Spring  
Work Party 2 - clean up around 

camp, deep cleaning kitchen 
and restrooms 

 

Saturday, May 16 - Spring 
Work Party 3 - cabin sponsors 
deep clean cabins and volun-

teers to clean grounds 

 

Saturday, May 30 - Spring 
Work Party 4 - finishing touches 
put on camp for opening week-

end the following week 
 
 

 
 
 

Prime Time Office:  
509.248.2854 

 
 
 
 

 

Email: 
families@campprimetime.org 

 

Calling All 
Volunteers  
We Need Your Help  

“No Act of Kindness, No Matter How Small, Is Ever Wasted.”  -  Aesop 


