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Ramblings from John Lackie
In 1994 our friends, John and Terri Shoemaker, invited our family to “Cook For Some People” at a camp on
White Pass. My wife, Claire, and I thought it sounded like fun, and we could bring the kids. In June, we were
introduced to Camp Prime Time. We met a crotchety old guy who sat on his chair all weekend and told us what
to do, and to “trust him”. We fell in love with the camp, its mission, and even with Norm. Saturday evening we
met another crotchety, younger man and his wife, who played guitar and cleaned. Ralph and Diane Berthon and
our volunteer group became fast friends. Our three boys, ages 9, 5, and 4, loved their time at camp. Carrying
wood, and playing ping-pong helped them relearn their concept of normal. The first camp weekend the boys got
so covered in dirt that we filled the kitchen sinks with hot water and gave the two youngest a bath. When Norm
found out he told us the kids couldn’t come up anymore. (We never really listened to Norm.) On Sunday, after
the campers had left and the camp was cleaned, we all sat down at a table and crashed. There were 12 camps
our first year involved; my family and I volunteered at five of them. In January we recycled Christmas trees and
helped with the next auction. Oh, and there was a Fabulous 500 event that was put on at the old Yakima Mall
that winter.
The following summer the volunteer coordinator left and Mrs. Orr took over the position. She was tragically
killed in a car accident later that year and some friends of ours from Australia took on the job. Before they could
complete an entire year they were required to return to Australia and Ralph Berthon asked if I would be interested in the position. I proved that the job was not cursed by doing it for
the next 13 years, ending this past summer.
Editor’s Note: After 13 years of

dedicated service to the management

The changes at camp have been amazing. At first we had to add chloof our camp volunteers, John has
rine tablets to the drinking water held in the blue barrels behind the
resigned his position as volunteer
kitchen. We had to check all of our food and condiments for mouse
droppings. One volunteer thought someone had put sesame seeds in the coordinator, but not as a volunteer,
right John? The Board of Directors
salad oil. The pontoon boat was on Rimrock Lake and we all got windburn whenever we took it out. At least once a weekend someone would and Staff heartily thank John for his
many, many years of enthusiastic
have to walk up the path to the creek to clear the water line and the collection system of debris from the creek. The mice races in the lodge
service to Prime Time. There were
were good entertainment as was, and is, watching the bats drop out of
numerous times we couldn’t have
the side of the building at dusk. The mosquitoes were huge and caused done it without you. Thanks, John!
the children to all look like they had mumps. It was always fun to get to
camp and play with Norm’s “new toys” Claire has been immortalized
with a speaking part in the old Prime Time television spot. When Norm was in the hospital, on the last day of his
life, he told a friend “to tell Lackie that he isn’t going to get me”. My wife and I have too many memories of camp
to put in one letter: the scars on our children’s bodies, the friends that we have made, both volunteers and campers. And above all else, the gift of sharing the great love that pulses out of the campers and their families, as
well as the love of the mission felt by all who serve this camp.
This last summer we had 19 camps, one of the best ever. Our volunteer base is the largest it has ever been and
the construction side of the camp is growing tremendously with two, new modern cabins. My oldest son is working for KDF Architecture and helping on the plans for the lodge remodel project. The tree house is proof of what
can happen when people dream big, as is Camp Prime Time.
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Things You Might Want to Know
Money raised at 2008 Fundraiser Events
• Tree Chipping - $13,564
• Knights of Columbus breakfast - $1,678
• Studio Milan Haircuts - $1,650
• Yard Sale - $1,590
• Teamsters Golf Tournament - $10,439
Foundations/Organizations we received grants from in 2008
• McMillen Foundation
• PacifiCorp Foundation
• Qwest Foundation
• Yakama Legends Casino
• Sunrise Rotary
• DV & Ira McEarchern Charities Foundation
• Lucky Seven Foundation
New members joined during the Membership Drive - 95
Membership renewals - 18
Donors to the general fund - 227
Volunteer hours so far in 2008 - 4,443
Groups to camp this summer - 19
Campers to camp this summer - 850

Kelly and Bill Gillespie throw out the first
pitch at the Camp Prime Time Night at the
Bears, thanks to Fred Meyer and the Yakima
Bears Community Spotlight program.

What the Campers are Saying
“We always have a great time. Staff are fabulous! Thanks for all your efforts. Just spending time with other families is
great and the best part. Being “taken care of” is a huge help with this.”
“To the volunteers - our hats are off to you. We volunteer and we know it’s a ton of work. Not only was there food, it was
hot, smelled good, tasted good, and was healthy too. Fabulous.”
“This is an amazing camp for our kiddos. A lot of love and devotion has obviously been given. Keep up the great work!
It’s sure to make a difference in many lives.”
“Thank you for this special time for our family. It is very hard for us to get “quality” time with our kids in between all the
various doctor appointments, tests, procedures, and treatments. It was really great to meet people who understand the
“medical” experience we’re going through and to connect. We had wanted to take
our kids on a camping experience this year but it seemed overwhelming to plan on top
of everything else. Thank you for making it easy - no worries about food, meal planShare the gift of a
ning, etc. This is a special place and I loved to see that it was previously home to my
weekend at Camp
alma mater, WSU. Thank you for sharing this special place with us!”
“The tree house is beautiful.”
“So nice to have someone else fix the meals and do dishes while we spent time with
the kids. This has been a tremendous bonding opportunity for our family as we receive our second disabled foster daughter. Thank you.”

in 2009. For $160
you can sponsor
a child at camp.

“Thank you, thank you, thank you to the volunteers that donate their time and sponsors that donate their money and resources. What a great experience for us!”
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Scenes from Camp
Wish List

How you can Help
There are many ways you can contribute to the future of Camp
Prime Time. Maybe one of these fits you.
• A general financial contribution by cash, check or credit card
(yes, we take credit cards now)
• Restricted donation to a special project
⇒ Endowment Fund - a long term investment
⇒ Capital projects - interpretive trail, lodge remodel
⇒ Campership fund - help send campers to camp
• Sponsor a fundraising event - give us a call to discuss your
ideas
• Introduce Prime Time to potential campers and supporters. We
would be happy to furnish any materials you may need.
• In-kind donations, including materials and services, which
helps to reduce our operating costs.
• Check out our Wish List
• Volunteer - we always appreciate help at camp on the weekends, for work parties, and help with fund raising events

Check out our website - www.campprimetime.org

•

Vacumn Food Sealer
and bags

•

Twin and Double mattress protectors

•

Foosball balls

•

Air Hockey pucks and
paddles

•

Cordless drill and bits
for different size
screws

•

Hammers

•

Crescent wrenches

•

New or gently used
stuffed animals

•

Sample toothpaste,
shampoo, lotion

•

Long stemmed
matches

•

5-20 gallon storage
tubs with lids

•

Heavy cloth shower
curtains and plastic
liners

Now
accepting
at camp
and
in the office
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Board of Directors

Christmas Tree Recycling
Don’t know what to do with your Christmas Tree once the celebration and fun of Christmas is done? Bring it to our Christmas tree
drop off site - after the decorations are removed, of course. We’ll
recycle the tree for you by chipping it into mulch.

December 26 - January 4
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. daily

Dick Haapala, President
Ed Dirkes, Vice President
Diane Gamache, Treasurer
Tim Morris, Secretary
Ralph Berthon
Dave Berthon
Gale Benoit
Mike Burnam
Cyndi Furstenau
Staff

Drop your trees off at:
Barnett Implement
3110 Fruitvale Blvd, Yakima

Diane Eilmes
Executive Director

Donations received from this community service project
help to cover Camp Prime Time operations.

Debbie Armstrong
Bookkeeper/Assistant

Shirley Thietje
Camp Manager

Prime Time seeks to enrich the lives of families with children who are seriously ill or disabled by providing an outdoor wilderness experience where families can enjoy themselves in a supportive atmosphere without financial burden.
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