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Make donations to: 
Prime Time, Lodge Renovation 
6 South 2nd St. Suite 815 
Yakima, WA  98901 

Lodge Renovation Campaign 

From Ralph Berthon, the Development Corner —  
 
It is a pleasure for me to be able to say I have had a 
multitude of opportunities to learn and grow with Camp 
Prime Time over the past 25 years.  As we move for-
ward with our financial development, I find myself 
again learning new things and meeting wonderful people 
in my new volunteer role as a Board member overseeing 
“development”. 
 
In late 2009 we launched a capital campaign to fund 
the remodel of our lodge.  The building is old and in 
need of repair, handicap accessible restrooms, light-
ing, structural upgrade, caretaker quarters, and room 
for our volunteers.  Construction began in 2009 and 
continued throughout the summer of 2010.  Our goal is 
to complete the lodge by mid-summer of 2011. 
 
The basic construction of the building will cost $1 mil-
lion.  When coupled with contingency fees, demolition 
of the playroom and old storage, site preparation, ad-
ditional costs for an elevator, additional engineering 
and architectural costs, and permits, our overall need 
reaches just over $1.5 million for the project.   
 
I am pleased to report that our campaign has amassed 
over $890,000 in cash, pledges, and in-kind donations.  
We are hard at work meeting with individuals, corpora-
tions, companies, and grant makers to raise an addi-
tional $750,000 to complete the campaign. 
 

If you have not been contacted to support this cam-
paign, please do not hesitate to call the camp office 
and ask to speak with me about a special gift.  The 
support we receive at all levels is deeply appreciated 
by our special families. 
 

 



There are many ways you can contribute to the future of Camp Prime Time.  Maybe one of these fits you: 
• A general financial contribution by cash, check or credit card  
• Donation to a special project 

⇒ Capital Projects - Lodge Renovation, Pontoon Boat 
⇒ Endowment Fund - a long term investment 
⇒ Campership fund - help send campers to camp 

• Sponsor a fundraising event - give us a call to discuss your ideas 
• Introduce Prime Time to potential campers and supporters.  We would be happy to furnish any materials you 

may need. 
• In-kind donations, including materials and services, which helps to reduce our operating costs.   
• Volunteer - we always appreciate help at camp on the weekends, for work parties, and 

with fundraising events 

a special place for special families 

Scenes from Camp Prime Time 
By Shirley Thietje, Camp Manager —  
 
 I wrote the article below after the Mucopolysacchari-
doses (MPS) camp in 2009.  Ryan died Oct 9, 2009.  He was 23 
years old.  His mother, sister, and her boyfriend were invited to 
camp this year as part of the MPS family.  On their way to camp, 
just outside of Naches, they were involved in an accident that se-
verely disabled their car.  They called the camp and one of our 
very special volunteers, Barb Petrea, guided them through obtain-
ing all the services they needed.  They were able to make it to 
camp Saturday morning in a rented car to enjoy the rest of the 
weekend with us. 
 
 One of our camper groups consists of families with a 
member afflicted with MPS.  This is a particularly viscious disease that slowly robs its victims of the ability to control 
all of the body functions.  There is currently no cure for MPS.  It’s a genetic disease characterized by the body’s in-
ability to produce specific enzymes that break down and recycle materials in cells.  Therefore, the cells can’t function 
properly and cause progressive damage throughout the body. 
 We have one young adult camper named Ryan who is in the latter stages of MPS.  He has practically no control 
over his body except for limited use of his hands and arms.  He has a motorized wheelchair which he is still able to 
operate by himself.  He speaks through a hole in his throat and eats via a feeding tube.  His mind is still pretty sharp.  
His nurse says he has a “bad” attitude.  
 The Sunday his group was at camp, Ryan wanted to go to the corral and watch the others ride horses.  When 
everyone was done riding and leaving the corral, Ryan wheeled himself to the opening of the corral.  His wheelchair 
temporarily got stuck going the wrong way and his mother tried to help him, but he angrily pushed her arm away.  
When he got to the opening of the corral, Jennifer (the horse handler) brought Geronimo (a very special horse) up to 
him.  The two faced each other for two to three minutes.  Ryan petted Geronimo as best he could, but when he could 
no longer hold his hand up, Geronimo put his head in Ryan’s lap so they could continue touching.  Finally, Geronimo 
lifted his head, slowly backed away, and Ryan quietly said “thank you”.   
 Thank you, everyone, for your continued community support of Camp Prime Time.  I am so very proud to be a 
part of our special place for special families.   
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How You Can Help 



Board of Directors 
Dick Haapala, President 

Mike Burnam, Vice President 
Leanne Antonio, Treasurer 
Dave Berthon, Secretary 

Ralph Berthon 
Gale Benoit 

John Mahaney 
Betty Jo Murray 

 

Staff 
Diane Eilmes 

Executive Director 

Shirley Thietje 
Camp Manager 

Debbie Armstrong  
Office Assistant 

Jackie Hertel 
Bookkeeper 

a special place for special families 

Leftover Turkey Trot 
Saturday, November 27, 2010 

Sarg Hubbard Park at Yakima Greenway 
5k Walk/Run begins at 10am 
(registration begins at 9am) 

 
Get your relatives off the couch and join us for this fun event  

Work off all the calories of your Thanksgiving Dinner! 
$15/Adult 

$5/Children (10 and under) 
To register call Camp Prime Time at 509-248-2854 

www.campprimetime.org 
Proceeds benefit Camp Prime Time and Yakima Greenway 

 
 

 

Christmas Tree Recycling, Yakima 
December 26, 2010- January 9, 2011 

8am - 5pm everyday 
 

Drop your trees off at Barnett Implement 
3110 Fruitvale Blvd, Yakima 

Financial donations received help to cover the  
camp operations 

Fundraising for  
Camp Prime Time 
We have been honored to be recipients of a number of 
events this past year in support of the camp.  Once 
again the Yakima Knights of Columbus hosted a break-
fast in the spring and the local Teamsters hosted a golf 
tournament at their annual conference in the fall.  Both 
raised money for camp operations.  And September has 
been a busy month with the “Ponies in the Sun Car 
Show” and the “Rides, Vines & BBQ” Star Touring and 
Riding Association event.  
 
Fred Meyer once again highlight Camp Prime Time in 
their Spotlight at the Yakima Bears Game.  It was great 
to hear Dale Carpenter on the radio talking about the 
camp during the game.    
 
We’re looking forward to a couple more fundraisers to 
end out the year, include the “Frank & Jane Britt 30 
Mile Memorial Walk” in October.  Be sure and partici-
pate in the upcoming events if you are in the area. 
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Prime Time seeks to enrich the lives of families with children who are seriously ill or disabled by providing an outdoor 
wilderness experience where families can enjoy themselves in a supportive atmosphere without financial burden. 
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Become a Sustaining Member  
Why become a member?   
• It helps to affirm that you are committed to support the mission of Camp Prime 

Time 
• We can count on your annual renewal each year, which helps us to facilitate long 

term financial planning 
• You have the satisfaction of knowing that you are part of the foundation that supports the camp 

YES, I want to support another great year of family camping by  
becoming a sustaining member of Prime Time for $25/year. 

PAYMENT METHOD 

� Check enclosed (please make it out to Prime Time, Inc.) 
� Charge my:     - VISA    -MasterCard  

 Name: 
 Card #:  
 Expiration date:      Total charged to card:  $ 
 Signature: 

� Please bill my credit card $25 annually for membership renewal  
� Please bill my credit card on an annual basis to include an additional donation of $ 
  

Your membership gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. 

 


