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It’s Camp Prime Time’s 25th Anniversary •
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building memories with special families...
improvements to the property...
Saturday night spaghetti dinners...
beautiful smiles and new friends...
fun music around the campfire...

Scenes from Camp Prime Time
By Rhonda Kirtland, Parent, Pacific Angelman Syndrome Group
We had just received the diagnosis for our son’s developmental delay in January 2010. We were terrified of
what the diagnosis held for his future. We sought out support with the local chapter of the foundation that supports
families living with the diagnosis. Through the foundation we found out about many gatherings that brought the parents and children together in a supportive way. We love camping as a family, so when we heard there was a camp we
could go to during the summer with other families we reserved our spot right away. This would be the only opportunity to have the outdoor experience of camping with other children like our son. As soon as we arrived we knew Camp
Prime Time was special. We would have our own cabin to sleep in which would give us the comfort and privacy we
needed.
That weekend was the first time our son played with other children on the playground with no one staring at
him or seeming scared of the sounds he made. It was so great to not have to explain “why” to other parents. Honestly, most parents avoid us at the playgrounds. So the experience of feeling accepted was new for us. Talking with
other parents and hearing of their journeys with the diagnosis was empowering. Being around other children of all
ages and abilities living with the diagnosis was enlightening. It really helped us see the whole picture.
Our son was introduced to horse riding therapy at Camp Prime Time that summer, and because of that experience we have continued the therapy here in our home town. This new therapy has been such a positive addition to
aid with his physical abilities. We had inquired at other camps for the summer for our son, but they did not allow the
parents to accompany them. What was wonderful about Camp
Prime Time was that it had such a community feel. We were able
to camp with other children with the same disability. Visiting the
disability-friendly tree house was a highlight to the trip. The
boat ride on the lake was an experience we never would have had
without the camp. The volunteers that cooked and prepared the
meals for us were great! As parents of a special needs child,
having someone else cook for you for a weekend was truly a gift.
We look forward to camping at Camp Prime Time for as
many years as we can. We know the generosity of the community
is key to the survival of the camp for future generations. The
experience we had at the camp that weekend created an overall
feeling of being accepted. It also gave us positive memories as a
family. We would encourage anyone who wants to make a difference in the lives of a special needs child and their family to support this special place.
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Our Lodge Renovation
From Ralph Berthon, the Development Corner —
Spring is in the air and Camp Prime Time is
anxiously waiting on the weather to allow us to resume our construction on the Lodge Remodel Project. Last year we made great progress. Much of it
can be seen on the Camp Prime Time web site under
the “camp projects” link. Our plans for construction this year include completing all exterior siding, painting the siding, installation of all windows and doors, as well as completing the roof
system. We also plan to construct the stairwells
and do some ground preparation to make the
lodge more accessible. Our construction is limited
by the revenues and in-kind donations we are able
to bring to the project. From the onset, the Prime
Time Board has held fast to its commitment that
Camp Prime Time would not go into debt to complete
the remodeling of the lodge. We continue to build
as our resources allow.
In September of 2010, I was fortunate
enough to be able to work nearly full time as a volunteer to help raise funds for the remodel. I have
had to take a few months off this winter but will be
back mid-May to resume my fundraising effort. Between September 2010 and March 2011 we raised
nearly $122,000 in cash and in-kind materials or
services. This fall we received a real boost to the
campaign. We’re fortunate to have received a grant
from the Murdock Trust for $150,000. This grant
is considered a “top off” grant which we will receive
once we’ve raised the rest of the funds for the pro-

ject. Our work is not yet done. We still have to
raise $350,000 in order to secure the pledge from
the Murdock Trust and complete our goal of $1.5
million dollars. We have been working feverishly to
develop new resources and partnerships that will
help us expand our base of support. Camp Prime
Time still needs your support. If you wish to help
us finish this campaign, please contact us at the
office. If you know of people or companies that you
feel may be interested in giving to the capital campaign, please contact the Camp office with your referral. And, if you have given to the campaign in the
past, please consider renewing your commitment
and make a similar pledge for 2011. We want to
be able to capitalize on the Murdock Trust grant
this year! We need your help to make it a reality. It would be a great way to cap off our 25th
year in operation to be able to say we finished our
campaign and lodge project. As always, we deeply
appreciate all of our supporters who give so much
of their time, talent, and treasure to make Camp
Prime Time, a special place for special families.

Lodge Renovation
Campaign
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How You Can Help
There are many ways you can contribute to the future of Camp Prime Time. Maybe one of these fits you:
• A general financial contribution by cash, check, credit card or PayPal
• Donation to a special project
⇒ Capital Projects - Lodge Renovation
⇒ Endowment Fund - a long term investment
⇒ Campership Fund - help send campers to camp
• Consider Prime Time when drawing up your wills or bequests. Stocks, bonds, real property—all of these may
be donated to the future of Camp Prime Time. Take advantage of tax breaks for your donations.
• Sponsor a fundraising event - give us a call to discuss your ideas
• Introduce Prime Time to potential campers and supporters. We can furnish any materials you may need.
• In-kind donations, including materials and services, which helps to reduce our operating costs.
• Volunteer - we always appreciate help on weekends, for work parties, and with fundraising events

Camp Schedule - 2011
Date
May 7, 14, 21
June 3-5

Camper Group
Camp Work Parties
Progress Center

June 10-12

Yakima Valley Friends & Family

June 17-19

Parent to Parent—Kittitas

June 24-26
July 1-3
July 8-10
July 15-17

Children’s Village
Broadway Learning Center
Exceptional Families (Joint Bases)
NW Tuberous Sclerosis Alliance

July 22-24

MPS and Phelan-McDermid Syndrome NW

July 29-31

Enumclaw Special Olympics

Aug 5-7

Parent to Parent—Thurston

Aug 12-14

Down Syndrome of Cowlitz County

Aug 19-21

Candlelighters Childhood Cancer

Aug 26-28

Parents Supporting Parents and
Mom’s Get Together (autism)

Sept 2-4

Community Living

Sept 9-11

Ingraham High School

Sept 16-18
Sept 23-25
Oct 30-2

Now
accepting
at camp
and in the
office

ARC of Tri-Cities
Williams Syndrome Assoc.
Early Childhood Center PTO

Board of Directors
Dick Haapala, President
Mike Burnam, Vice President
Leanne Antonio, Treasurer
Dave Berthon, Secretary
Ralph Berthon
Gale Benoit
Dennis Clark
John Mahaney
Betty Jo Murray
Sheri Smith

Staff
Diane Eilmes
Executive Director
Shirley Thietje
Camp Manager
Debbie Armstrong
Office Assistant
Jackie Hertel
Bookkeeper
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Become a Member
Why become a member?
• It helps to affirm that you are committed to support the mission of Camp Prime
Time
• We can count on your annual renewal each year, which helps us to facilitate long
term financial planning
• You have the satisfaction of knowing that you are part of the foundation that supports the camp

YES, I want to support another great year of family camping by
becoming a sustaining member of Prime Time for $25/year.
PAYMENT METHOD
 Check enclosed (please make it out to Prime Time, Inc.)
 Charge my: - VISA - MasterCard
Name:
Card #:
Expiration date:
Total charged to card: $
Signature:
 Please bill my credit card $25 annually for membership renewal
 Please bill my credit card on an annual basis to include an additional donation of $

Your membership gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Spring Camp Work Parties - May 7, 14, 21 - Call if you can help.
Prime Time seeks to enrich the lives of families with children who are seriously ill or disabled by providing an outdoor
wilderness experience where families can enjoy themselves in a supportive atmosphere without financial burden.
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