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a special place for special families

Our Lodge Renovation
What’s up with our Lodge at Camp?
We continue to pursue our $1.5 million Lodge project fundraising goal. It has been a slower process than we had originally anticipated but we feel confident that we will get “the
job done”. Our success is demonstrated by the fact that we
have raised $1,334,455. We are ever so close to completing
our goal – to be done by the end of October, 2012.
We are pleased with the generous support we have received from
individuals and businesses. We continue to apply for grants and
donations that will complete the funding for this venture. We are
pursuing in-kind donations and volunteer labor in an effort to reduce the cash costs of the final project.
Though the Lodge Remodel project isn’t quite complete, we have
reached many of our objectives. We have stabilized the lodge
structure to withstand the heavy snow load and have repaired age related deficiencies. We have enlarged the playroom area so children will have more room to play during evening hours or inclement weather. Additionally, we have
added a second story to the facility to house the volunteers and a year-round caretaker. We are still working to complete the interior framing, the electrical, and the plumbing. And then we’ll get to the fun part – the flooring, walls,
furnishings, and appliances.
Will you help? Every donation we receive for the Lodge remodel is a donation for the future, comfort, and accessibility of this camp. Your dollars count. For 25 years, this camp has survived on the donations you give as volunteers,
businesses, funders, and families. We appreciate you! Help us raise the last $200,000 and let’s get the Lodge finished!

YES, I want to make a donation to the Lodge Renovation Campaign

We’re Almost
There!

PAYMENT METHOD
 My check is enclosed (please make it out to Prime Time, Inc.)
 Charge my  VISA
Name:

 MasterCard

1.5M
1M
800K

Card #:

600K

Expiration date:

400K

Signature:

200K

Total charged to card: $

100K

Your membership gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law.
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We Can’t Do It Without Volunteers
Bill and Lea Driskill have been volunteers at camp for…..well, forever. And they’ve done everything at camp, except maybe play the guitar. But that could have happened, too, way back at the beginning.
We’re sending out a thank you to Bill and Lea for their many,
many years of volunteer time for Camp Prime Time. Every year, they
have been at camp for the first and last camp sessions, quietly working in
the kitchen and driving the boat. Their unlimited energy and unflagging
leadership led to a stabile camp environment each time they were in
camp. When Bill and Lea were in charge, nothing went wrong. Or, if it
did, they solved it and never told anyone. Over the years they helped
with the Tree Chipping fundraisers, even taking days off work to volunteer to stand out in the
winter cold all day to accept trees and financial donations. And the roofs at camp, including the
tree house - practically all of them have the “hand” of Bill on them. Built with pride and determination, those roofs will last through many winters.
Thank you, Bill and Lea, for years of service and dedication. It truly is people like you,
who sacrifice your time and energy, give up your time at home, to come and participate in the
happenings of camp…that’s what makes this camp work. And that’s what makes this camp special. From the Board of Directors, the staff, and all the many, many families you have touched
over the years … Thank you!

Editor’s Note: Diane Berthon was recently honored by her employer as one of 27 nationwide recipients of “Volunteer of the Year”.
Congratulations Diane!

Diane Berthon has a lengthy history of volunteering. She worked alongside her husband, Ralph, in the early 1980’s
to found Camp Prime Time. The camp has been an ongoing passion for the Berthon family for over 25 years, thanks, in
part, to the sacrifices Diane has made for the camp.
For the first years of operation, there were only a handful of volunteers that did all the work at CPT. Diane
was one of the handful. Back then, the mattresses for the campers’ beds were covered with canvas protectors. Diane
washed them every week. She has helped cook and clean on weekends and good-naturedly took teasing from them.
There was always much work to be done to get the camp ready for opening and closing at the beginning and end of the
camp season. Diane could always be counted on to do her part. From cleaning cobwebs out of buildings to washing windows or raking pinecones around the camp’s grounds, Diane sees what needs to be done and pitches in without being
asked or told what to do.
Diane has been instrumental in starting an annual charity walk/run in
Yakima the Saturday after Thanksgiving - the Leftover Turkey Trot. The event
benefits Prime Time and the Yakima Greenway. Thanks to Diane’s creative nature
and doggedness, she and a friend have designed the logo and procured all the sponsors and donations for this event.
Many campers arrive at camp unprepared for their camping experience.
Diane collects donations of items they may need, such as toothpaste, shampoo, and
lotions. She also collects stuffed animals so each special needs campers can have
one to comfort them while at camp and take home at the end of their stay.
Camp Prime Time and it’s campers are indebted to the Berthons for all they
do to insure the continued success of the camp.
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How You Can Help
There are many ways you can contribute to the future of Camp Prime Time. Maybe one of these fits you:
• Volunteer - we always appreciate help on weekends, for work parties, and with fundraising events
• A general financial contribution by cash, check, credit card or PayPal
• Donation to a special project
⇒ Capital Projects - Lodge Renovation
⇒ Endowment Fund - a long term investment
⇒ Campership Fund - help send campers to camp
• Consider Prime Time when drawing up your wills or bequests. Stocks, bonds, real property—all of these may
be donated to the future of Camp Prime Time. Take advantage of tax breaks for your donations.
• Sponsor a fundraising event - give us a call to discuss your ideas
• Introduce Prime Time to potential campers and supporters. We can furnish any materials you may need.
• In-kind donations, including materials and services, which helps to reduce our operating costs.

Camp Schedule - 2012
Date
May 5, 12, 19
June 1-3
June 8-10
June 15-17
June 22-24
June 29-July 1
July 6-8
July 13-15

Camper Group
Camp Work Parties
Birds of a Feather (autism)
Autism Group of Evergreen Childcare Center
Washington State Father’s Network and SOLA
Plasma Therapy
Northwest Rett Syndrome
Northwest Special Families
Candlelighters of Washington

July 20-22

Exceptional Families of Joint Base McCord/Ft Lewis

July 27-29

MPS and Special Families of Pierce County

August 3-5

Parent to Parent of Walla Walla

August 10-12

Isodicentric 15 and Boy Scout Troop 419

August 17-19

Pacific Northwest Angelman Syndrome

August 24-26
August 31-Sept 2
Sept 7-9

Down Syndrome Support
Longview/Kelso Special Olympics Team
Dynamic Family Services

Sept 14-16

Good Samaritan (Children’s Therapy)

Sept 21-23

Autism Support

Sept 28-30

ARC of King County

Oct 5-7
Oct 13

Now
accepting
at camp
and in the
office

Parent to Parent of Lewis County
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

Board of Directors
Dick Haapala, President
Mike Burnam, Vice President
Leanne Antonio, Treasurer
Dave Berthon, Secretary
Ralph Berthon
Gale Benoit
Dennis Clark
John Mahaney
Betty Jo Murray
Sheri Smith

Staff
Diane Eilmes
Executive Director
Shirley Thietje
Camp Manager
Debbie Armstrong
Office Assistant
Jackie Hertel
Bookkeeper
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Become a Member
Why become a member?
• It helps to affirm that you are committed to support the mission of Camp Prime
Time
• We can count on your annual renewal each year, which helps us to facilitate long
term financial planning
• You have the satisfaction of knowing that you are part of the foundation that supports the camp

YES, I want to support another great year of family camping by becoming a sustaining member of
Prime Time for $25/year.
PAYMENT METHOD
 Check enclosed (please make it out to Prime Time, Inc.)
 Charge my: - VISA - MasterCard
Name:
Card #:
Expiration date:
Total charged to card: $
Signature:
 Please bill my credit card $25 annually for membership renewal
 Please bill my credit card on an annual basis to include an additional donation of $

Your membership gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Check out our new video on our website - www.campprimetime.org
Prime Time seeks to enrich the lives of families with children who are seriously ill or disabled by providing an outdoor
wilderness experience where families can enjoy themselves in a supportive atmosphere without financial burden.
6 S 2nd Street, Ste 815
Yakima, WA 98901
Non-Profit Org
US Postage
PAID
Yakima, WA
Permit #7
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Camper Testimony
“My daughter Emma, and her two sisters and I, have immensely enjoyed our Prime Time
experiences. We have been graciously treated to a wonderful camp environment, great
service, and three hot squares [meals] a day. We have been lucky enough to attend camp
three times in the past five years. Emma loves the pontoon boat, the fire pit, and the expansive tree house. Most of all, Emma and our family relish the weekend of laughter and
spending time with friends around the lodge and in and out of the cabins.

“The three hour drive on black pavement from our home to Rimrock Lake flies by with
anticipation. We arrive to welcoming hosts and our own cabin in the cool night air. From
that point until we leave on Sunday goes by in a flash. All we have to do is enjoy our kids
and appreciate our fellow campers. What a refreshing time!
“Thanks so much to Prime Time staff and to those that contribute to camp progress. All
of your efforts have created Prime Time, a genuinely wonderful experience for special
families.”
- Alan Schroeder, dad to Emma (age 11; 22q13 Deletion Syndrome), Athena, Oregon

We Need Your Help this Spring
Yup. The calendar says it’s spring. And with spring comes the work parties. It’s time to get everything ready for our
summer camping season.
Here’s the plan. If you can help with ANY of it, give us a call. We need to make sure we have enough people scheduled, but not too many. And that we have enough food, but not too much. So please … CALL or EMAIL.
Saturday, May 5 - Spring Work Party I - clean up around camp if weather permits
Saturday, May 12 - Spring Work Party II - clean up around camp, deep cleaning kitchen and restrooms
Saturday, May 19 - Spring Work Party III - Cabin sponsors deep clean cabins and volunteers to clean grounds
There is also lots of Lodge remodel work that will be happening in May. If you have time mid-week to come up to camp
and volunteer, please give the office a call ahead of time. (We especially could use journeymen carpenters.)

Spring Camp Work Parties - May 5, 12, 19 - Call if you can help.
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Celebrating 25th Anniversary at Auc-

Camp Prime Time’s 9th biennial Building Memories Dinner and Auction was held on November 19, 2011. From enthusiast volunteers, dedicated committee members, energetic bidders, wizen MC’s, an assertive auctioneer, and a “bust
your gut” comedy team in Williams and Ree, the event was a huge success. Food was good, bidding was great, wine and
spirits were wonderful, and laughter was prevalent. The paddle raise was a very exciting part of the evening, raising
$40,000 with an additional $25,000 match. Celebrating our 25th anniversary was the most touching part of our evening, honoring 25 years of volunteer commitment, camper family fun, and donor donations. It was clear to many of us
that by the end of the evening we were all ready to do it for another 25 years.
Thanks to everyone who made the evening so great. We’ll see you at our next Building Memories Dinner and Auction in
November, 2013. We’re already making plans!

