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Christmas Tree Recycling Helps More Than The Environment
BY TAWNI MARTIN

Contributing Writer
Instead of tossing your live 

Christmas tree in the garbage 
bin, why not consider donating 
it to the Camp Prime Time 
recycling program to help 
fund its recreational facility 
for families with disabled and 
seriously ill children? The non-
profi t organization has offered 
its services near Clear Lake for 
the last 34 years.

“Christmas tree recycling was 
not the camp’s idea,” Ralph 
Berthon, one of the Camp’s 
co-founders, honorary board 
member and now volunteer, said.  

The idea was birthed from a 
friend of Berthon’s who worked 
for Pacifi c Power and Light 
(PP&L), which was considering 
tree recycling.

The trees can be dropped off 
at Papé Agriculture & Turf, 3110 
Fruitvale Blvd, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. now through Jan. 7. DTG 
Recycling will convert the trees 
into chips, which can be sold 
for fuel or ground cover. Those 

dropping off the trees will also 
have an opportunity to donate to 
Camp Prime Time. 

“The Yakima County Landfi ll 
appreciates what we do. They 
chip trees too, but it goes into 
their landfi ll and takes up 
space,” Berthon said. “So why 
not make a small donation to 
the camp, save a trip to the 
Terrace Heights Landfi ll, save 
the landfi ll space and do some 
recycling?”

The Camp relies heavily on 
donations from the Christmas 
tree recycling program. Berthon 
is not particular about how much 
each person contributes because 
he knows that even pennies help 
meet their needs. 

“Whether you give a dollar, a 
$100, a $1,000 or whatever — it 
all has the same value to us 
because you’re giving from your 
heart,” he said.

Berthon said the Camp needs 
to build a 40- by 50-foot storage 
facility, procure and repurpose a 
large trailer capable of keeping 
up to a dozen volunteers warm 
during Christmas tree recycling 
and eventually replace many of 
the deteriorating cabins built in 
the late 1930s. 

The cabins were built through 
the Civilian Conservation Corps 
Depression-era program, then 
maintained by Washington State 
University as a survey camp 
and then used by Educational 
Service District (ESD) 105 as 
an alternative school for the 
Yakima area.

Margaret Filkins, who serves 
as executive director, recently 
joined Camp Prime Time from 

another non-profi t organization. 
She encourages people wanting 
to leave a legacy of helping 
others in need.

“Families don’t pay anything 
(for the camp’s services) — and 
there are so many barriers to 
being able to get away with your 
child who has special needs,” 
Filkins said. “You don’t have to 
worry about the food while you’re 
there, you don’t have to worry 
about paying for a hotel — and 
nobody looks at you funny — 
nobody judges you, because as a 
society, people do take a second 
look at someone who looks 
different or acts different. Up 
there, it’s complete acceptance. 
Imagine being able to do that at 
no charge.

“Families get this huge dividend 
— and so do the volunteers. 
There’s no volunteer I’ve spoken 
to who hesitates to say, ‘What 
I give to Camp Prime Time is 
nothing. What I get out of Camp 
Prime Time has changed my life.’’’

Berthon and Filkins are quick 
to point out the importance of 
those volunteers.

“Everything’s done by 
volunteers. We couldn’t do it 
without them. They are our key — 
our life’s blood,” Berthon said.

Filkins added, “The Camp is 
pristine in how the volunteers 
care for it. They make it their 
home so that it can be the home 
for these kids every week. These 
volunteers own it. And that is why 
I’m here.”

Camp Prime Time would like 
to thank those who support their 
cause. A complete list of people 
and organizations can be found on 
its website. 

Individuals or groups may 
apply for camp online at 
campprimetime.org. Background 
checks are done on families and 
volunteers alike. Applications 
open mid-February and close by 
the end of the month. Campers 
can hike, swim, horseback ride 
and spend time in the tree house 
or pontoon boat, both wheelchair 
accessible.

Keep up with Camp Prime 
Time on Facebook and read their 
online newsletter.
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Camp Prime Time Board member Dick Haapala, left, volunteer Kevin 
Holmes and volunteer and co-owner of  Trickinnex, Pat Trickey run a 
tree through a chipper.

One of the many cabins that 
were built in the late 1930s. All 
are deteriorating and in need of 
replacement. Diane LaBissoniere 
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