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by Ralph Berthon
This year has been another one for the books. We 
started this spring with a vacancy in the Executive 
Director‘s position. We wish Paul the best in his new 
endeavors.  I am temporarily filling in as a volunteer 
until a new Executive Director is brought on-board.  
And of course, COVID is still present in our daily lives; 
fortunately, we were able to adjust and open the camp. 
From June 1st to the middle of August we operated 
under 50% capacity and yet managed to serve just 
over 300 campers. The COVID operation plan allowed 
six families to attend per weekend.  On August 19th 
we were ordered by the US Forest Service to shut 
down the camp due to the Schneider Springs fire as 
it was encroaching on Rimrock Lake vicinity. At the 
time of this article, the fire is roughly 35% contained 
and no structures have been lost. The down side is we 
did have to close the camp for two weeks and had to 
cancel two sessions. We regret we were not able to 
serve those who were scheduled to attend camp this 
year. We hope and pray that next year we will be able 
to operate at full capacity for the full year. My wish for 
all of you is to have a happy Thanksgiving, a merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Camper Family
by Mike Moore

This past summer our family had the honor of volun-
teering at Camp Prime Time.  After having all camps 
cancelled last year due to the COVID pandemic we were 
extremely grateful to host a camp. 

One of the defining moments of the weekend occurred 
as the evening was winding down on Saturday night.  Our 
camp manager brought a few stuffed animals into the din-
ing room area to give out to the campers, one of which 
happened to be an oversized Mickey Mouse doll. 

One of the campers immediately asked if he could have 
Mickey.  He was shouting for joy once he had the doll in 
his embrace.  It was truly awesome to see someone light 
up the way he did and many of us in the room became 
emotional, especially having been around this wonderful 
young man for a few days.  A short while later his father 
told us the significance of the moment for his son and 
that he had not smiled or shown any emotion like that in 
several months.

Camp Prime Time has always amazed me for its ability to 
provide campers with a truly unique experience, a chance 
to spend time as a family in the woods, a brief respite 
from cooking and cleaning for the weekend, an oppor-
tunity to spend time with other special needs families, 
or perhaps something so simple that many of us take for 
granted each day, a smile.

Board Members 
Dick Haapala, President, Michael Moore, Vice president, Terry 
Alapeteri, Secretary,  Dave, Berthon, Ralph Berthon, Kelli Barton,  
Betty Jo Murray, Sheri Smith, Dave Wakefield, Levi Wyatt, Treasur-
er, vacant

Staff
Ralph Berthon, Interim Executive Director (volunteer)
Office Manager, Merita Sletten
Andrew Smith, Temporary Camp Manager
Patti Betts, Volunteer Coordinator (volunteer)
Diane Eilmes, Assistant to the Secretary of the Board (volunteer) 
Jim and Denise Helms as Cabin Sponsor Coordinator, Volunteers 
Shirley Thietje, Newsletter editor, Volunteer
Julia Humpherys, Newsletter Publisher, Volunteer

Scenes from 
the office
by Merita Sletten, Office Manager

Camp is closed, no, camp’s a go! Time 
to send emails to groups, families, and 
volunteers. The 2021 season rolled 
around with uncertainty if camp would 
be able to open. Finally, after submit-
ting reopening plans to the Health 
District, in April we were given the 
green light. Getting the word out to 
our campers and volunteers was top 
priority. Gathering all the necessary 
paperwork, getting things organized, 
in order, and out quickly to the group 
leaders and volunteers, getting fam-
ilies signed up with the online regis-
tration were our top priorities in the 
office.

I can say finding volunteers and 
getting them to commit to weekends 
was the hardest part of volunteer re-
cruitment this year. We are starting to 
see a decline in volunteers for Camp 
Prime Time due to some deciding to 
retire. We are very lucky this season, 
as we had several volunteers step up 
and take on more than one session to 
ensure our campers had the best pos-
sible experience. We are so blessed to 
have such a dedicated team. 

We had camper groups that applied 
and then sadly would have to cancel at 
the last minute. Luckily we keep a wait-
ing list of families that are willing to at-
tend camp with little prior notice. Only 
hosting six families versus the normal 
sixteen families made a big difference 
in trying to fill all the available spots. 

Spirits were on the rise, everyone 
wanted to get back to camp. To see 
the smiling faces of our special camp-
ers is a blessing to us all and it even 
makes our office work a joy. With the 
2021 season over, we are hoping that 
2022 will allow us to host camper fam-
ilies at full capacity, and see the joy on 
many more children’s smiling faces.

Volunteerism during 
the pandemic
By Patti Betts

To say the least, the pandemic has 
made people fearful.  To combat 
that fear, many have narrowed their 
comfort zones and are participating 
in fewer community activities.  Camp 
Prime Time extends a huge thank you 
to everyone who has stepped out-
side their comfort zones to volunteer 
for any and all activities needed to 
keep camp operating.

What I found in calling volunteers 
from our current lists is that many 
are older and at possibly greater risk 
of getting sick.  Camp Prime Time 
realizes we need to do a better job 
of attracting and mentoring younger 
volunteers.  We have a world of expe-
rience at our fingertips just waiting to 
be shared.  I have some ideas on how 
we can do this, and I would love to 
hear yours.  Please e-mail your ideas 
to me at volunteer@campprimetime.
org

Welcome!!!  
All you runners and walkers to 

the 
12th annual 
Turkey Trot 

scheduled for Thanksgiving Day, 
November 27th.  

All proceeds from the event will 
benefit Camp Prime Time and 

Yakima Greenway.  
Put your turkey in the oven, 

your warm clothes on, 
and take a walk/run with us.  

Go to www.campprimetime.org

Non-Profit Org,
US Postqae

PAI
Yakima, W
Permit #7

 Fall 2021

Camp Prime Time
6 S. 2nd Street, Suite 815
Yakima, WA 98901
Phone: 509-248-2854

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Through the grace 
and generosity of 
others
by: Ralph Berthon

I would like to tell you a little bit 
about an inspiring phenomenon that 
is, for us here at Camp Prime Time, 
both heartwarming and humbling.  
Heartwarming because it speaks to 
the goodness of others. Humbling 
because people, some we have 
never met nor will, believe in Camp 
Prime Time’s mission, trust in the 
credibility of the organization, it’s 
Board of Directors, staff, and our 
volunteers, and are willing to invest 
some or all of their life’s savings in 
the organization.  My belief is these 
people are inspired to give. They 
have to be inspired, as we have no 
one who is out in the community 
recruiting these legacy gifts; and for 
us, that is an inspirational phenom-
enon.

Over the past several years, Camp 
Prime Time has been blessed to 
have been named in the estates of a 
few people. This year alone, we have 
been notified that three people left 
a portion of their estate to the camp. 
These unexpected gifts of generos-
ity help us immensely. They do so 
in two ways; most important is they 
inspire us to do the best we can in all 
things, and be especially mindful of 
whose funds we are using in manag-
ing the affairs of the camp.   Sec-
ond is these gifts help us grow our 
endowment fund. The endowment 
fund was established years back to 
generate an income by investing the 
funds in carefully managed securities 
where the principal is never spent. 
The income that it is being gener-
ated today, is being re-invested to 
help grow the fund so eventually, it 
will generate sufficient investment 
income to sustain the camp. Camp 
Prime Time extends a heartfelt thank 
you to those individuals and their 
families for sharing, your time, your 
talents, and your treasure.  Forever 
more, their generosity will live on in 
the smiles of our special children and 
their families.  Again, thank you.

Building
Memories

It’s auction time again!  
By Betty Jo Murray

It’s auction time again!  After giving it much thought, we have decided to hold this year’s auction virtually.  It was not 
our first choice, but we felt it was the best choice.  The good news is that our friends from all over the Pacific Northwest 
and beyond will be able to join us in raising money for Camp Prime.  Our 2021 goal is $350,000.

Visit our website and learn how you can join a “Watch Party” on November 20, 2021. You can also learn how to “text 
2Bid”.  Bidding opens on November 12, 2021. We have some great items in all price ranges, so check our virtual 
auction site often for added information and items. Go to https://campprimetime.org/camp-news/2021-auction/  and 
please join in the fun and help us raise money for the kids and families so they are able to continue attending camp for 
free.

We would like to thank our Sponsors!
Presenting Sponsor : 

Our Prime Sponsor

Building Memories Sponsors:
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cancel two sessions. We regret we were not able to 
serve those who were scheduled to attend camp this 
year. We hope and pray that next year we will be able 
to operate at full capacity for the full year. My wish for 
all of you is to have a happy Thanksgiving, a merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Camper Family
by Mike Moore

This past summer our family had the honor of volun-
teering at Camp Prime Time.  After having all camps 
cancelled last year due to the COVID pandemic we were 
extremely grateful to host a camp. 

One of the defining moments of the weekend occurred 
as the evening was winding down on Saturday night.  Our 
camp manager brought a few stuffed animals into the din-
ing room area to give out to the campers, one of which 
happened to be an oversized Mickey Mouse doll. 

One of the campers immediately asked if he could have 
Mickey.  He was shouting for joy once he had the doll in 
his embrace.  It was truly awesome to see someone light 
up the way he did and many of us in the room became 
emotional, especially having been around this wonderful 
young man for a few days.  A short while later his father 
told us the significance of the moment for his son and 
that he had not smiled or shown any emotion like that in 
several months.

Camp Prime Time has always amazed me for its ability to 
provide campers with a truly unique experience, a chance 
to spend time as a family in the woods, a brief respite 
from cooking and cleaning for the weekend, an oppor-
tunity to spend time with other special needs families, 
or perhaps something so simple that many of us take for 
granted each day, a smile.

Board Members 
Dick Haapala, President, Michael Moore, Vice president, Terry 
Alapeteri, Secretary,  Dave, Berthon, Ralph Berthon, Kelli Barton,  
Betty Jo Murray, Sheri Smith, Dave Wakefield, Levi Wyatt, Treasur-
er, vacant

Staff
Ralph Berthon, Interim Executive Director (volunteer)
Office Manager, Merita Sletten
Andrew Smith, Temporary Camp Manager
Patti Betts, Volunteer Coordinator (volunteer)
Diane Eilmes, Assistant to the Secretary of the Board (volunteer) 
Jim and Denise Helms as Cabin Sponsor Coordinator, Volunteers 
Shirley Thietje, Newsletter editor, Volunteer
Julia Humpherys, Newsletter Publisher, Volunteer

Scenes from 
the office
by Merita Sletten, Office Manager

Camp is closed, no, camp’s a go! Time 
to send emails to groups, families, and 
volunteers. The 2021 season rolled 
around with uncertainty if camp would 
be able to open. Finally, after submit-
ting reopening plans to the Health 
District, in April we were given the 
green light. Getting the word out to 
our campers and volunteers was top 
priority. Gathering all the necessary 
paperwork, getting things organized, 
in order, and out quickly to the group 
leaders and volunteers, getting fam-
ilies signed up with the online regis-
tration were our top priorities in the 
office.

I can say finding volunteers and 
getting them to commit to weekends 
was the hardest part of volunteer re-
cruitment this year. We are starting to 
see a decline in volunteers for Camp 
Prime Time due to some deciding to 
retire. We are very lucky this season, 
as we had several volunteers step up 
and take on more than one session to 
ensure our campers had the best pos-
sible experience. We are so blessed to 
have such a dedicated team. 

We had camper groups that applied 
and then sadly would have to cancel at 
the last minute. Luckily we keep a wait-
ing list of families that are willing to at-
tend camp with little prior notice. Only 
hosting six families versus the normal 
sixteen families made a big difference 
in trying to fill all the available spots. 

Spirits were on the rise, everyone 
wanted to get back to camp. To see 
the smiling faces of our special camp-
ers is a blessing to us all and it even 
makes our office work a joy. With the 
2021 season over, we are hoping that 
2022 will allow us to host camper fam-
ilies at full capacity, and see the joy on 
many more children’s smiling faces.

Volunteerism during 
the pandemic
By Patti Betts

To say the least, the pandemic has 
made people fearful.  To combat 
that fear, many have narrowed their 
comfort zones and are participating 
in fewer community activities.  Camp 
Prime Time extends a huge thank you 
to everyone who has stepped out-
side their comfort zones to volunteer 
for any and all activities needed to 
keep camp operating.

What I found in calling volunteers 
from our current lists is that many 
are older and at possibly greater risk 
of getting sick.  Camp Prime Time 
realizes we need to do a better job 
of attracting and mentoring younger 
volunteers.  We have a world of expe-
rience at our fingertips just waiting to 
be shared.  I have some ideas on how 
we can do this, and I would love to 
hear yours.  Please e-mail your ideas 
to me at volunteer@campprimetime.
org

Welcome!!!  
All you runners and walkers to 

the 
12th annual 
Turkey Trot 

scheduled for Thanksgiving Day, 
November 27th.  

All proceeds from the event will 
benefit Camp Prime Time and 

Yakima Greenway.  
Put your turkey in the oven, 

your warm clothes on, 
and take a walk/run with us.  

Go to www.campprimetime.org
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Camp Prime Time
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Through the grace 
and generosity of 
others
by: Ralph Berthon

I would like to tell you a little bit 
about an inspiring phenomenon that 
is, for us here at Camp Prime Time, 
both heartwarming and humbling.  
Heartwarming because it speaks to 
the goodness of others. Humbling 
because people, some we have 
never met nor will, believe in Camp 
Prime Time’s mission, trust in the 
credibility of the organization, it’s 
Board of Directors, staff, and our 
volunteers, and are willing to invest 
some or all of their life’s savings in 
the organization.  My belief is these 
people are inspired to give. They 
have to be inspired, as we have no 
one who is out in the community 
recruiting these legacy gifts; and for 
us, that is an inspirational phenom-
enon.

Over the past several years, Camp 
Prime Time has been blessed to 
have been named in the estates of a 
few people. This year alone, we have 
been notified that three people left 
a portion of their estate to the camp. 
These unexpected gifts of generos-
ity help us immensely. They do so 
in two ways; most important is they 
inspire us to do the best we can in all 
things, and be especially mindful of 
whose funds we are using in manag-
ing the affairs of the camp.   Sec-
ond is these gifts help us grow our 
endowment fund. The endowment 
fund was established years back to 
generate an income by investing the 
funds in carefully managed securities 
where the principal is never spent. 
The income that it is being gener-
ated today, is being re-invested to 
help grow the fund so eventually, it 
will generate sufficient investment 
income to sustain the camp. Camp 
Prime Time extends a heartfelt thank 
you to those individuals and their 
families for sharing, your time, your 
talents, and your treasure.  Forever 
more, their generosity will live on in 
the smiles of our special children and 
their families.  Again, thank you.

Building
Memories

It’s auction time again!  
By Betty Jo Murray

It’s auction time again!  After giving it much thought, we have decided to hold this year’s auction virtually.  It was not 
our first choice, but we felt it was the best choice.  The good news is that our friends from all over the Pacific Northwest 
and beyond will be able to join us in raising money for Camp Prime.  Our 2021 goal is $350,000.

Visit our website and learn how you can join a “Watch Party” on November 20, 2021. You can also learn how to “text 
2Bid”.  Bidding opens on November 12, 2021. We have some great items in all price ranges, so check our virtual 
auction site often for added information and items. Go to https://campprimetime.org/camp-news/2021-auction/  and 
please join in the fun and help us raise money for the kids and families so they are able to continue attending camp for 
free.

We would like to thank our Sponsors!
Presenting Sponsor : 

Our Prime Sponsor

Building Memories Sponsors:



Camper Testimonials 
“Thank you for a wonderful opportunity.  
Truly has been the highlight of my chil-
dren’s summer.  The camp was so much 
fun.  We hope so many other families can 
experience it.”   
Balderos family

“The volunteer family was awesome!  
They all made us feel welcome and they 
were very supportive.  The food was ex-
cellent, the cabin and other facilities were 
clean and we felt as if were at home.  The 
volunteer family is a very special family 
and we appreciate their service more 
than words can express.   We also want to 
thank Bill for his service in preparing the 
camp.  The facilities were in great shape.”    
Benji Mogansen

“Thank you so much for this wonderful 
experience!  My kids love it here and do 
not get to have any other camping due to 
lack of funds.  The volunteers made this 
an incredible and unforgettable trip!”  
Sarah Roberts

“Thank you for everything you did for 
our family during our stay.  Our son has 
celiac’s disease, so you provided gluten 
free meals, always hot and fresh.  He also 
had a birthday while at camp and you 
let us have a wonderful and memorable 
birthday party.  Thank you.  Our kids don’t 
get invited to many parties, so this was 
awesome!”  Jeanne Walter

Hope my tongue doesn’t 
stick to this.

I think I’m going to be okay.

Relaxing at camp

Off we go to the lake!

 Where did they all come from?

Horseback riding is back again! 
Yahooo!

Let me show you how to do it.

Adopt a Cabin
Jim and Denise Helms are the Cabin Sponsor Coordinators for the 14 cabins available for campers at Prime Time. 
Each one of these cabins has a sponsor who is responsible for the monthly cleaning during the camping season, 
opening the cabin in May and closing the cabin in October and general upkeep for their cabin. At this time we have 
two cabins that are in need of a sponsor. It can be a business, group, family, or individual that can adopt a cabin.  If 
you would like more information about adopting a cabin, please contact Jim and Denise by email at cabins@camp-
primetime.org or cell 509-949-3546.

Volunteering at camp
By Claire Lackie

The first time we volunteered for a weekend at camp, we 
did not know what to expect.  Our Aerostar was packed 
to the gills with our 3 young boys, 2 adults and all our 
stuff.  Off we sped on an adventure that has lasted 27 
years.

I do not remember the specific group that first weekend.  
What I remember is the feeling that this place, and its 
mission, is something very special.  To give families that 
do not have a lot of “together time” a whole weekend 
to enjoy each other and to connect with other families, 
how awesome is that!  We, as volunteers make that 
happen.

That weekend, and several more that first summer, we 
cooked, cleaned, and marveled at the campers and their 
families.  Never a harsh word was spoken; instead, there 
were lots of laughter, love, fellowship, and such appreci-
ation for what we volunteers provided.

The appearance of the camp has changed and evolved 
through the years. The cabins have all received make-
overs; new cabins with bathroom were built. The tree-
house appeared and the firepit was upgraded. The 
lodge was upgraded with a bigger playroom, and 
restrooms. They built a dorm upstairs for volunteer 
bedrooms, bathrooms, and an apartment for the camp 
caretaker. The water purification system was installed 
(good-bye big blue barrels!). And the boat was moved 
from Rimrock Lake to Clear Lake (less excitement but a 
lot safer) What hasn’t changed is the excitement of the 
campers to be at Prime Time.

Some of my favorite quotes: “Can I ring the bell for the 
next meal?” “I got to drive the boat!” “I caught a fish!  
Will you please cook it for me?”  “This is the only time he 
will eat a toasted cheese sandwich”.

Prime Time became part of our lives.  My husband, 
John, was the Volunteer Coordinator for 13+ years.  
Over the years, our boys brought friends along for Prime 
Time weekends.  They all pitched in doing whatever 
was asked.  We recruited friends to become volunteers.  
Our oldest son volunteered this summer and brought a 
friend.

When we drove through the gate and up the hill to 
camp this year, there was the same jolt of excitement 
as on that first day 27 years ago.  Driving home Sunday, 
exhausted, we looked at each other and said, “Better 
sign up for a weekend or two next year.”

Editor’s notes
At the end of each camp session, we ask each 
camper family to fill out an evaluation form, to 
let us know how we are doing, from their per-
spective.  Some of the campers write “testi-
monials” on the back of their forms.  A sample 
of those are included in this newsletter.  We 
enjoy reading them and are gratified to know 
the camp does make a difference in people’s 
lives. On occasion, we are given feedback on 
what we can do to better the camp or things 
needing repair. We appreciate that feedback 
as well.  As much as the campers appreciate 
the camp, we at Camp Prime Time, in turn, 
appreciate all of our fantastic volunteers, 
sponsors and donors.  The camp would not 
exist without your continued support and 
enthusiasm.  Thank you for all you do for the 
camp.
Comments regarding the content of the 
newsletter and suggestions for future submis-
sions are welcome.  Address your comments 
and suggestions to Shirley Thietje at sthietje@
aol.com

I don’t think I can finish this.

Worst day fishing is better than 
any day at school

Mom won’t let me get 
this messy at home.

“Thank you so much!  Our 
family felt loved by all the 
volunteers.  We laughed, our 
kids made friends, and are 
going home with some great 
memories”  
Shannon Cox 

A view from the President
Dick Haapala

Recent events have created challenges for Camp Prime Time that have 
been met by some creative thinking and dedicated staff and volunteers. 
Amid the restrictions placed on the camp due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the camp was able to open on a limited occupancy basis for a few 
camper sessions this spring. Necessary precautions such as masks, social 
distancing, hand washing stations, and separation of camper groups were 
used. The guidelines established by the State of Washington, federal gov-
ernment, and the Yakima County Health District were used to establish 
safe operating protocols.

Ralph Berthon, as a volunteer, is the Interim Executive Director while we 
search for a new Executive Director. Ralph along with our Office Manager, 
Merita Sletten are currently putting in many hours keeping things moving.
The extremely dry forest conditions have raised concerns about wildfire 
danger. The Schneider Springs fire has grown dramatically and huge ef-
forts are underway to gain control. Much to our dismay, the US Forest Ser-
vice closed the entire forest because of the extreme danger or more fires. 
They expect the fall rain and snow to help put an end to the fire season. 

The Forest Service did close the camp for approximately three weeks. We 
had to cancel two camping sessions. Fortunately, the Forest service gave 
us the green light to reopen effective 9/2/21, as they did not expect the 
fire to endanger the camp.  We thank all the firefighters for their heroic 
efforts to fight the fires in the Pacific Northwest.

Christmas tree chipping 2021
Once again, Prime Time will be collecting and chipping Christmas 
trees.  This year, the fundraiser will occur from 8am to 5pm, December 
26, 2021 through January 9, 2022.   Please bring your unadorned 
trees to Papé Machinery Agricultural & Turf, 3110 Fruitvale, Yakima, WA, 
at any point during those dates and times.  Volunteers will be available 
to collect your trees and gladly accept monetary donations for the 
camp. Also, 
please 
consider 
volunteering 
for a shift or 
two during 
this fundrais-
er.  Your help 
would be 
much 
appreciated.

Ode to Camp Prime Time
By Laurel Sturges

How do I love you?  Let me count the ways.
I love you beyond the breadth and depth of Clear Lake.
I love you beyond the heights of the trees that shadow our camp.
I love you beyond the length of the hike to the boat dock.
I love you beyond the number of stars seen on a clear night.
I love your sweetness more than a warm s’more at 
campfire.
I love you more than the warmth of the volunteers’ smiles.
I love you in a quiet way, when the crickets chirp and birds sing. 
I love you for the laughter you bring out of the child in each one 
of us, no matter our age.
I love you.
Poem written by a camper mother while she sat in the dining room at camp.


